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=;K To my dread Sovermono 


Royall ' / RT | © 
Y. have drunk deepe in the Cup of affliction, and 


we all have Pledged you, it is wholſome thongh 
bitter ; but let ns pray to God to remove this Cup in 
time, for the dregs and lees are poyſon. You havelearned 
by over-winding the ſtrings of atheetry, how to tune the 
People of this Monarchy without .breaking their patience 
hereafter. Moſt Princes defire unlimited power which 
# a ſaile too great for any Veſſell of mortallity to bear though 
it be never omell Ballaſted with Fuſtice, Wiſedome, Mode- 
ration 4 
 overſetting it. Thoſe Common-wealths are maſt. ſtable and 
pleaſing where the State is ſo mixed, that every 147 (ac- 
cording to his degree and capacity ) hath ſome intereſt there- 
into content him. The King Soveraigne Command and 
Power : The Nobility and Gentry, a derivative Autho- 
rity and Magiſtracy, azd all enjoy their Lawes, Libertics 
and Properties. God hath _o. him that removeth the 
*"Boundmarks of his neighbour : this is a comprehenſiveCurſe, 
" Kings inlarging their Prerogatives beyond their limits, are . 
' 0f excepted from it. You may be pleaſedto take heed there- 
fore of two ſorts of men, moſt likely to miſ-lead you in this 
point. © Ambitions Lawyers, who teach the Law to ſpeak, 
not what the Legiſlators meant, but what you ſhall ſeeme to 
deſire: To avoyd 'this ſnare, ſuffer. your Parl. 10 nominate 
3. men for every Fudges place, ont of which you may pleaſe 
to chooſe one,as in pricking of Sheriffs. For it is the people 
that are dbnoxiom to their wickeaneſſe : you are «bone the 
reach of their malice. The 2. ſort is Paraſit:cal! Divineſſe : 
"Theſe ear-wigs art alwayes hovering in Princes Courts 


A 2 kanging 


Piety, yet one flarbe or other w.ll indanger the (owt. Þ 
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hanging in their eares. They take upon them to make Prin- 

ces beholding to their violent orefling of the text, to be- 
ftow upon them whatever Prerogative the Kings 0 
Juda and Ifſracl uſed or uſurped : as if the Fudicialls of 
Moſes were appornted by God for all Common-wealthes, 
all Kings : as a good Biſhoprick or living 's fit far. every | 
Prieſt that can catch it. Theſe men having their beſt hopes of 
ite do from Princes, make Divinity to be but Organon 
Politicum, an inſtrument of Government : and harden the 
hearts of Princes Pharaoh-like : Kings delight to be tickled 
by ſuch venerable, warrantable flattery. Sir you have more 
meanes to prefer them then other men, therefore they apply 
themſelves more to you then other men doe. Tu facis hunc 
Dominum, Te facitille Deum. The King makes the poor 
Prieſt a Lord , and rather then he will be behinde withthe 
King in aoks jo he will flatter him above the condition of 
a mortall, and make him a God. Royall. Sir, permit me to- 
give you this Antidote againſt this Poyſon, let an Att be paſ- 
ſed, That all ſuch Divines, as either by Preaching, Wri- 
ting, or Diſcourſing, ſhall advance your Prerogative and - 
Power above the known Lawes and Liberties of the Land, 
Forfeit all his Eccleſiaſticall preferments ipſo tato,erbe in- 
capable ever after, and for ever baniſhed your Conrt. But a- 
bove all, learn to truſt in your own indgement : Plus aliis de 
tequam tutibi credere noli: God hath inabled you to ve- 
member things paſt, to obſerve things preſent, and by com- | 
paring them together, to conietture things to come, which | 

. are the three parts of wiſdome that will much honour axd | 
advantage you: God keep your Maieſty, ſo prayes 
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Tour Humble Subieft, 
THEOPH. VERAX. 


To hu Excellency Sir Tho: Fairfax, 
and the Army under his Command. 


G $; M: Lord&Gentlemen,] have here by way of preparation 


-/} faid open to your view,thoſe ulcers which you have un- 
| A.dertaken to Cure, (viz.) The 2. Fations in Parkament, 
| Authors of Schiſmes and Diviſions in the two Houſes, 
7 from whence they are derived to the whole Kingdome, to the ob- 
ſtrufting of Juſtice, and of the eſtabliſhment of our Lawes, Rights, 

Liberties and Peace ; the enſlaving of the Parliament it ſelfe, and 
| the dilapidating of the a Treaſure : whereby the whole 
Kingdome may be enfranehiſed,ſecured and united : and the King 
and his Poſterity ſetled in his due Rights. Which is the ſumme of 
all your undertakings in your many reiterated Papers. I confeſle 
a Hereuleas labour, and far beyond his clenſing of the Augear 
Stable. That was performed by an Arme of Fleſh, This cannot 
be effeRed without an extraordinary calling (for ordinary calling 
thereto you have none; and God ſeldome blefſeth a man out of 

| his calling) and though an Heroique heat and zeal may goe farre, 
E:--" et ſt will tire many miles on this fide the work, unleſſe it be 
| lown and inſpired with divine breath. And as Al/chymiſts fay 
of the Philoſophers one, ſo I of this worke (which is the Philo- 
| fophers (tone in our engliſhPolitiques)it cannot be effeed bur by a 
| man of wonderfull and unſpotted integrity and innocency ; free 
| | from all fraud, ſelf-ſceking,and Partiality. In Order to this great 
work yon have already begun to ſift and winnow the Houſe of 
Commons by charging 1 1. Presbyterian Grandees : who, if they 
be proved guilty, mult needs have their counterpanes equally 
faulty, evento a Syllable, in the oppoſite Z«xro of Independents : 
for when two faRtions ſhall conſpire to toſs and keey up theGol- 
den bali of Government, Profit, and Preferment between them, 
neither can be innocent ; unlefle therefore you apply your corra- 
five to one ulcer as well as the other ; you will never work a com- Repre/ent 
pleat cure, Nor will be free from ſcandall and appearance of faftion or 110% 
defegne (that I may ufe your owne words)to weaken oxely ware: P.6.Y. 2 
2 under 
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(under the notion of unjuſt or oppreſſive) that you may advance another 
more Jour owne. Beſides it is obſerved, that you Peake but coldly 


to have the Pablique Accounts of the Kingdome Started : putti 


it off with a wiſh onely, as if you did ſecretly feare what the Pre 
byterians openly ſay, that rhe Independents are guilty of mort Milli- 
025 then their . Party : your owne words are. We conld wiſh the 
Kinglome might both be righted and publiquely ſatisfied in point of 
Acconnts for the vaſt ſummes that have beene leavyed: as alſo in 
many other things, &c. But we are loath to preſſe any thing that may 
lengthen diſputes. Areſo many Millions to be curſorily pafſed over 
withour dispute?were they not the blood&teares of the exhauſted 
people, and the milke of their babes? Are they not like Achans 
my amongſt us > Wonld it not much eaſe the people of their 
burthens, and goe farre in the payment of Souldiers: and Puabli- 
ne debts, to have both the Kings and the Parliaments Sponges 
of what Party and Profeſſion ſoever)ſqueeſed into the Common 
Treaſury whenſocver the Common wealth ſettles 2 Review this 


clauſe well,and as the Parliament hath altered ſome votes for you, 


ſo doe you alter this Clanſe for the people ; who long not only to 
ſee the Kingdame, but alſo our new-made Gentlemen 5 fats 
qo prizs.Gentlemen,you that will giveCounſell will take it, with- 
out offence againſt him that dares lay as good claime to juſtice 


and honeſty as your ſelves, 


THEODORUS VERAX, 


To the un-byafled Reader. 


On that are byaſjed with felie-reſpets I nrire not to, yorr 
have your Aimes ; and your Ends(before you are aware Iihe 
| Shot, xot feared. till felt) Will come mpon yorr. To the up- 


right in heart, though miſ-led in judgement, 7 ſpeak. Cor 
ſider how by a prevaricating numver of Grandees ox firit principles 
are altered;onr Religion into Schiſme,cHypocritical profaneneſs; 
Inſomuch that the Lords Supper us now almoſt every where diſco; t nu- 
e4, for want of (1 know net What) imaginary Vtopiun helinefſſe The 
Creed, Lords Prayer, \an1 T en Commanaements, (the inſtruments cf 
Faith, Hopegfherity, teachingOmania credenda,ſperanda& facienda) 
left ext of the Direflory.: T hus much for Religion. 

Our known Lawes (being the ſecond Principle held out to the 
People by the Nationall Covenant, and many Declarations) are tur- 
»ed:ixro Arbitrary, emergent, and up-{tart Orders and Ordinances 
of ' Parliament ; every day riſing, and every day withering like 
HAnſhromes. So that we are now.governed Jure vago & incerto, by 
a leaden Lesbian rule,'to which we cannot ſquare our obedience and 
ations, but muſt iſtay\tiff the Grandees that guide the Legiſlative po- 
wer of Parliament make applicatien of them.to our aftions.. A preat 
ſave. 2! 556 

hw third Principle is our Liberties... hat zs become of them,th;; 
little treatiſe will tell you, as alſo of onr Properties. But ſtay. | me 
thinks. 1. heare men ſay, that the claneonr and danger -numtiving at the 
Parliament doort theſe tWo laſt weeks, hath humbled our Grandees, 
and made them ſeek the Lord with Faſtingand Prayer, '- 1 anſwer, 
let me tell you what ſucceeded in the Henſe of Commens, When a Let- 
ter and Declaration from the Army being tendred to be read, ſome of 
the Grandees unſwered, T hat if they ſhould read thoſe demands, they, 

ht chance-te-finde them: of that nature, as they - can neither with 
Juftice. deny them, nor with hononr grantvhem, becauſe it was not ho- 
nonrable for them to doe their duty upon admonition of their Army, 
being bat their ſervants, and Would [avour of compulſion. To prevent 
this, they reſolved to take inte-conſederation freely and of their owne 
accerd the Grievances which ſcandulized the people. They Went there- 
fore 


fore pon 3. Heads : 1. The Selfe-denying Ordinatce. Upon which 


they Voted ( as they ſaid by a Preparatory Vote onely) That all Mem- 
bers kolding any Offices, Grants, or Places by conceſſion of the Parli- 
ament, ſhall account for, and pay in the profits thereof to the Gran 
Committee of Accounts. This I conceive (under favony of the Gran- 
dees, who poſſeſſe thoſe places, and contrived this Vote) to be a meere 
deluſory Order : For who can beleeve that ſuch ſelfe-ſeeking men, as 
all nien know them to be, will execute theſe offices for nothing, and pa 
in, to the uſe of the State, their profits. Beſides, it 1s apparent how fab. 
ſervient ta theſe Grandees, their owne creatures, the Committee of 
Accounts are. 

2. They Voted, That no money hereafter ſhould be given to any 
Member in compenſation or recompence of his lofles, untill the 
Publique Debts be paid, Here the Grandees were in earneſt, becauſe 
their owne twrnes are already ſerved, and the. loſſe and inconvenience 
of this Vate falls onely upon the mnch contemned Middle or Moderate 
Members, 

3. They appointed a Committee to conſider how to take off the 
Grievance arifong from ſuch Members as abuſing the Priviledge of 
Parliament, refuſe to pay their debts. | whe 

Proh Superi ! quantum mortalia peftora cxcz 
Nos habent ; Ipſo feeleris molimine Tereus 
Creditur eſſe pius ; laudemq; a crimine ſumit, , +. - 

Let not the Grandees be offended , that I diſcover thoſe fickneſſes 
which they Iabenr ts cover ; Ante morbos, neceſſe eſt, cognitos clle, 
quam remedia eorum. God only can be the Aſculapins ard care. 
them. But I am afraid they deſire rather a flight ſuppurating, then 4. 
perfeft cure ; and that they pray rather to hide, then help their evills. 

Da fallere, juftum, ſanAtumgq; vider!, | 
Nodtem peccatis, & fraudibus objice nubem. 

If this be their condition,quos perdere vult Jupiter,hos dementat; 
quos tuert vult, ſuſcitat. / have done my duty even in this'generati- 
en,quando'dicere quod nolo miſerum, quod volo & debeo pericu- 
loſum, 1 leave the fnccefſe to God, refting, 1. + v4 

| | Thine, Wh. 
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CY Oh We Du WS 


\ Xs 


(1) 
"The Myfterie of the I wo Tunto's, 
Presbyterian and Fndependent , 


with ſonie Additions, 


p—He Kingdomebeing overgrowne with Prerogative, Gor- Is 
| ruption, and Superſtition, (the fruits of a long and lazic 
poree) by a long diſcontinuance of Parliaments ; At laſt 
y Providence his Majeſtic was neceſſitated to call a Par- 
liament, 'the onely Colledge of Phyfitians to purge the much di- 
ſtempered body of the Common-wealth. © : - | 
In this Parliament a conteſt betweene the Kings Prerogative 
and the Pedples lawes and liberties begat a warre. The Divizes on 
both ſides out of their pulpits ſounding Alarume thereto: and not 
onely Sermons ; but Declarations of Parliament , and the National! 
Covenant, holding forth to the people the defence of Religion, 
Lawes, Liberties, and Properties, inflamed the pcople to the rage 
of battel{;as the Elephant is inraged art the ſight of Red.This War 
oceaſioned cxtraordinary: Taxes and leavies of money, ſuch as 
were never heard of by 6ur Anceſtours, and were. ritamenta 
matorumthe narſe of our Corruptions. . | 
This incentive working upon the humane frailty of the ſpeak- 3. 
ing and leading members of the Houſes, cauſed them firſt to inter- Grandes. 
weave their particular intereſts and ambitions with the publique, 
and laſtly to prefer them before-the publique, ' . * 
Wherefore the ſaid Leading men or Grandees (for that is now 4. 
Parliament language) Firſt divided themſelves into rwo faftions 7 ,:7;9;:;. 


HI 
« 


or Funts's, Presbyterians and Independents ; ſeeming to look onely 


upon the Church, but (Religion having the ſtrongeſt operation 
upon the ſpirit of man) involved the intereſts of the Common- 
wealth. FEES 2 St ky 
The common people; of !the: Two. Houſes following (with tan 
implicite faith and blind obedicnce;) the example of their leaders; 
divided themſelves alſorinto the ſaid Dichotomy ; which rhey did 
with more ſcriouſnefſe then their leaders, as:not. perceiving any 
thing of defigne therein : But. accarding tothe. diperfity:of their 
judgements, or rather fancyes and confidings (for to refigne a 
B ; mans 


| ot 
Ponopoliſens 
Profits and 


wefc: ments. 


2) 
mans judgement to the opinion of another man is but a filly truſt 
and confidence) ſtudied the upholding of their. parties with car- 
neſtnefle; whiltt the Grandees of each party in private cloſe toge. 
ther for xheir own advancement, ſerving.one anothers turn. 

The Grandces (in all publique debates) ſeeme as reall in their 
reciprocalt oppoſitions, as thoſe filly ones. who are in earneſt, 
whereby they cheriſh the zeale of their reſpective parties, keepe 
them {tif divided,  ( Divide & impera 1s the devils: rule) Ind: ſo: 
amuſe them and take them off from looking after other intereſts, 
in which, were they conjoyned, they might ſhare with the Gran- 
dees themſelves : and forthe better contentment- of ſuch their 
Confidenes as look-.too: intentively 'after-thoir owne gaine; the 


Grandees of each 7unto .confer ſomething: of : advantage: upon 


thoſe that are ſubſervient to.them,, as five pounds a week, or ſome 
petty imployment. F "oh | 

' The ſeeds of theſe fations ſpread themſelves into the Com- 
mon-wealth and 'Armics:as\Rheume diltils from the head into all 

the body. Irs 6p 43-1012 10.08 oh le} KP oe. Þ by A, S971 vp ho 
Thus the leading men or Bell-wethers having ſeemingly divided 
themſelves, and having really divided the Houſes , and captivated 
their refpeRtive parties judgement, teachingthem by anImplicite 
faith, 7urare in verba Magiſtrito pinne'thair opinions upon: their 
ſleeves ; They begin to advance'their- Projefts) of :Monopolizing 
the profits, preferments; and Power of the Kingdomein them- 
ſelves. To which purpoſe, though the leaders'of each party ſeem 
to maintain a hot oppoſition, yet when any profit or preferment 
is to be reached at, It is obſeryed that'a powerfull -Independane 
efpectally moves for-a. Presbyterian : or a leading Presbyterian 
for an Independant: & ſeldome'doth one eppoſe or ſpeak againſt 
another, in ſuch caſes, unlefle ſomething of' particular ſpleene or 
Competition come between, which cauſeth them- to break the 
common Rule. By this meanes the Crandees of each faction fel- 
dome miffe their mark,ſince an Independant moving for a Preſ- 
bytertay, his reputation carries the buſinefle cleare with the Inde- 
pendant party : and the Presbyterians will not oppoſe a leading 
man of their own fide. By this artifice the Grandees of cach 
fide ſhare the Common-wealth between them : And are now be- 
come proud, domineering Rehotoams;even over the reſt y _ 
| cllow 
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(3) 


fellow members, contrary to the liberty of Parl, which conſiſts 
in an equallity ) that were formerly fawring;ambitious Abſaloms, 
There hath beene _—_— away to members openly (bs- 
ſides innumerable and ineſtimable private cheates mutually con- 
nived at) at lealt 300000. 1. in money ; beſides rich ottices, Im- 
ployments in money Committees, Sequeſtrations and other ad- 
vantages. And thoſe nembers who have fo well ſerved them- 
ſelves under. colour of ſerving the publique, are, for the moſt 
part, old'Canvaſers of Faftions who have fate idlely and fafely in 
the houſe watching their advantages to confound bufineſſes, and 
ſhuffle the cardes to make their owne game, when others that 
have ventured their perſons abroad,labour'd in the publique work 
like Iſraelites under theſe Egyptian task-maſters, and loft their e- 
ſtates, are left to ſtarve, untill they can finde relief in that empty 
bag called by fooles fides pablica, by wiſe men fides punica. And 
are now looked upon in the Houſe ſuperciliouſly, like unwel- 
come "ws. 2 it is known .how malignantly and how juglingly 
writs for new eleftions were granted and executed) and called 
Jounger brothers, and like younger brothers they are uſed : their 
elder brothers having flipped into the: world before them, and 
A the inheritance ; They have broken firſt into the com- 
moa field, 8 (hut the doore to prevent after commers cven from 
gleaning after their full harveſt. For the-betrer effeting whereof 
they have now morgaged, in effect, all the meanes they have to 
raife money, unto the City. And being themſelves far and full 
with the publique, Treaſure, to exprefſe rather their ſcorne then 
care, they are making an Ordinance that no more money ſha!! 
be given: to their members : And yet to: ſhew how' carefull they 
are of all ſuch as have cheated the Common-wealth #»der them, 1 
will not fay for them, They have taken advantage of the petition 
of the Army : wherein they defired Indempnity for all a&ts done 
in Relation to the Warre. And have paſſed an Ordinance of In- 
detmpniry for all ſuch, as have acted by unthority and forthe ſervice 
of the Parliament, wherein, under great penalties, and with an ap- 
peal at lalt* from the Judges of the Law to a Committee of Par- 
liament, ſuch 'as have gone beyond: the authority given by Par- 
lfiment, and ſequeſtred men unjuſtly,” and ſo withheld their goads 
under pretence thereof, and fach as have kavyed taxes three'or 
ES B 2 .. Tour 


ommittees 
the Houſes 


four times over, are. quit from private ations : fand the benefir 
of Law and Juſtice taken from the Oppreſſed, to. ſecure conn- 
trey (ommittees, Sequeſtrators and others. (not Prezogative, but 
Legiſlative) Theeves ; contrary to. Magna Charts, which fayes, 
unlli negabinsns, nulli differemus juſtitiam, aut reftum ;,We will de- 
ny, nor defer juſtice and right to no man, yd rndias ats,and 
of greater tyrannie then any King ever durlt adventure upon. 
What is become of our National Cov. and the Parliaments nrany 
Declarations for defence of Lawes and Liberty ? Or have we 
fought our liberty into ſlavery ? By theſe devices the honeſt, middle 
men of the houſe (whoſe conſciences will not let: them joyne in 
any faction to rend the Common-wealth in ſunder, are out of 
all poflibility of repaire, and made contemptible as well by their 
owne wants, as the pride of the Grandees : and in the end, their 
poverty will inforce them to leave the ſole poſſeſſion of the houſe 
to thele thriving Zunto men, who do beleaguer them thercin, ma- 
king them (for farther addition to their lofles} pay all taxes, 
from which the thriving men go free : ſo that the poorer part of 
the houſe payes tribute to the richer. Nay it is farther whiſpered, 
that at laſt the Z»to men will quit the Parliament Priviledge of 
not being ſued, purpoſely to leave theſe younger Brothers to the 
mercy of.their Creditors, and difable them to fit in their Houle. 
An other ambitious ayme of thoſe 7#»to men is their deviſe of 
referring all buſineſſes of moment 70 Committees... For the ative 
ſpeaking men by mutuall agreement naming one. another. ef e- 
very Committce ( or at leaft their confident Miniſters) do there- 
by fore-ſtall. and intercept the buſineſſes of the houſe, and under 
colour of examining and preparing matters, they. report them 
to the houſe with what gloſſes, additions, detraRtions, and advan- 
tages they pleaſe; whereby the Houſe (judging according to their 
report) oftentimes miſ-jadgeth, and if it be a buſinefle they are 
willing to ſmother, the Committees have infinite artificiall de- 
layes to put it.off, and keep it from a hearing, or at leaft from 
xeporting.. By this meanes the remaining part of the Houſe are 
bat cyphers to. value, and Suffragans to ratific what is forej 
by. the ſaid Committees. This uſurpation of theirs is much helped 
by keeping the dogrs,of their Committee roomes ſhut, and dil. 
| gatching all affaires priyatly and in the dark, Whereas Frws 
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(5) 
delights in the light, and ought to be as publique as the common 

aire; it being againlt its nature to be chambred up and kept from 

tlie obſervation of cye,and care witneſſes: 

And by their examining of-men againſt themſelves,. eontrary to 
Alagna Charta, they. much inlarge racir power.. 

Parts of this project wee may well call the Afzltiplcity of IT, 
woney ( ommittees, as Goldimithes hall, Haberdaſhers hall, the forey Cons 
Committee of the Kings Revenues, Committee of the Army, &c, wittces. 
Where every mans -profit and power is according to his cunning 
and conſcience. Hereby they draw a generall dependancy after 
them,. for he that commands the money, commands the men : 

Theſe Committee-men are fo powerfull that they over-awe and 
over-power their fellow members, contrary to the natuze of a. 

free Parliament: wherein the cquallity of the members muſt main. 

taine the freedome and integrity thereof, and. ſuppreſs 

factions. | 

The like may be faid of ſuch members as:(th foorne of the /c/f- 12: 
denying Ordinances) hold offices by gift or connivence of the Par- embers 
liament : cither opely.in their own name, or Secretly .in the name. holding Ofi-! 
of ſome friend... Their offices inabling them to doe courteſies and ces, 2c. | 
diſcourteſies. And. although there hath bin a Committee appoin- 
ted to certifie all penfions, Sequeſtrations, offices,imployments of | 
advantage. and profits conferred by the Parliament upon any 

their members, in which Committee M. Sands holdeth the chair ; 

yet is this meerly a formallitic to blind the eyes of the world, and 

foole the expeRtation of fome loſing members, who were then 

reſolute to know who had-alrcady received ſatisfaction for their 

lofts, and how farre they. had: outrunne their fellow-members: 

therein.. Yet this Committee is now tet fall, no reports deman-- 

ded of M. Sands : and. when any is to be made, they are not un-- 

provided of a meanes to make it. fruitleſs, by putting every par- 

ticular to debate : well knowing that no man will be willing to 

argue againſt the particular-perſons and merits. of his fellow-- 
members, . and thereby heape envie upon his owne -head ; beſides: - 

the delay of a particular debate. 

How frequently the countrey (ommitrtees aft contrary to the x2... 
Lawes of the Land : how they trample Mayna Charts under their: -, 7 | 
fect, how boldly and —_—_ they tranſgreſ; all wy _ Commute | 
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Ordinances of Parliament, and break our Solemne League and 
Covenant, .how they ordinarily turne well affected men out of 
their frec-holds and goods, impriſon and beat their Perſons with- 
out any known charge, accuſer, or witneſs againſt them. Na 
murther them, as in the caſe'of Doctor Rawleygh killed in priſon, 
at Welles by the Committees Marſhall. And the poore men mur- 
thered at Bridgewater, whoſe bloudes were ſhed like the bloud cf 
a dog, and no reall proſecution therefore. How frequently 
they leavie one taxe three or four times over, and continue their 
teavyes after the Ordinances expire, How cruelly they raiſe 
the ewentieth and fifth part upon the well affeRed ; cxercifing an 
Ilegall arbitrary tyrannicall power over their fellow ſubjects, 
farre higher then ever Strafford or Canterbury durlt adviſe the 
King to. How ignorantly and unjuſtly they exerciſe a power 20 
hear and determine, or rather to determine without hearing, or 
heare without underſtanding, private controverſies of ©Aeum 
T uum, for debts, treſpaſſes, nay title and poſſeſſion of Lands without 
either formallity or knowledge of the Law, not having wir, man- 
ners nor breeding enough] as being choſen for the greateſt part, 
out of the baſelt of the people for baſe endy to ſatisfy men with 
an outſide, or Complement of juſtice : Infomuch that nothing is 
now more Common, then an accuſation without an Accuſer, a 
ſentence without a Judge, and a condemnation without a hear- 
ing. How they exclude all other Magiltracy, ingroffing to them- 
ſelves the power of Sheriffes, Juſtices of Peace, Church-wardens; 
&c. inan arbitrary way ; Keeping Troops of Horſe upon Pay 
and Free-quarter for their guardes, like the 30.Tyrants of 4theys? 
And if any man bur ſpeake of calling them to-give Account, they 
preſently vote him a Delinquent, and Sequeſter him. If any man, 
I ſay, be fo deaf as not to heare the loud+univerſall outcrying of 
the pope ; ſo great a ſtranger in our Iſrael.as not to knew theſe 
rruthes, let him peruſe M. Edward Kings diſcovery of the arbitra- 
ry actions of the Commitree of Lincole; and the Heades of 
Grievances of Glamorgayſhire, printed 1647. where he may ſee 
theſe things bricty Epitomized :.But to hiſtorize them at large 
would Tequire a volumn as big as the book of  Adartyrs. Theſe 
Committees are excellent ſpunges:to ſack money fromithe/peo- 
ple, and to ferve not oncly their own, but alſo the Covetous, Ma- 
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licions, Ambitious ends, of thoſe that raked them out of the dun- 
hill for that 1imploymenr, and doe defend them in their oppreffi- 
ons., Who is ſo blind as nat to ſee that theſe men have their pro- 
tectors? The Demones to whom they offer up part of their rapirs ; 
to whom they ſacrifice LD 
Occulta ſpolia, & plures de pace Triumphos. 

If there beany intention to reſtore our Lawes and Liberties, & 
free us from Arbitrary Government : it is fit theſe Committees 
and all aſſociations be laid downe,- having no enemy to aflociate 
againſt, and that the old forme of Government by Sheriffs, Ju- 
{tices of the Peace, &c. be re-eſtabliſhed ; and the Ailiriain each 
C:-unty ſerled as before, in Leivtenants, and Deputy Lievtenants, 
or in Commiſſioners. "SP; 

The rather becauſe the people are now generally - of opinion , 
They may as eaſily findeCharity inHel asJuſtice in anyCommittec; 
and that the King hath taken down one Starre-Chamber, and the 
Parliament hath ſet up a hundred, | 

Nor is it a ſmall artifice to raiſe moncy by ſo zany /everall an1 I 4. 
confeſed Taxes. Whereas one or two wayes orderly uſed and Taxes, 
well husbanded, would have done the worke. 1. Royall Suſidie | 
of $ooooo. 1. 2, Pole-mony. 3. The free Loanes and Contri- 
butions upon the Pablique Faith amounted to a valt incredible Do 
fumme in Money,Plate, Horſe, Armes,&c. 4. The Iriſh Adven-25t" ads y 
ture for ſale of Lands the firlt and ſecond time. , 5. The WeeklyZy+ 2, " 
Meale. 6. The City Loane after the rate of 50.Subſidies. 7. The 73{-1o4 54 
Aﬀeſſent for bringing in the Scots. 8. The 5. and 2c. part. J&+, 7*A% Þ 
9. The Weekly Aſeſement for my L. Generals Army. 10. The of 4 * ; 
Weekly (or Monthly) Aſſeſement for Sir Thomas Fairfax Army. *J ( 
11. The Weekly Aﬀeſement for the Scottiſh Army, 12. The 
Weekly Afﬀeſement for the Brittiſh Army in Irezand. 13. The 
Weekly Adeſement for my L. of Manchefters Army. 14. Free- 
quarter (at leaſt) connived at by the State, becauſe the Soldiers 
having for atime ſabſiſtence that way, are the lefle cravirg for 
their pay : whereby their-Arreares growing ſtale, will, at laſt, et- 
ther be fruſtrated by a tedious Committee of Accounts, or for- 
gotten, In the w_ rime, wag Committee 8 a AX 
diſconnt it out of t Kg s Arrears, whereby the State | 
faves it. 15. The Kingy Ip WEE F7e: Sequeſtrations & Pun-37 rs 
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der by Committees, which if well anſwered tothe State would 
have carried on the worke:: which thus I demonſtrate, One halfe 
of all the goods and chatrels, and (aticalt) one halfe of all the 
Lands, Rents and Revenues of the Kinzdome thave beene Se- 
queſtred. And who can imagine that one halfe of the Profits and 


Goods of the Land will not maintaine any Forces that can be 


kept and fed in England for the defence thereof2 17. Exciſe 
upon all things. This alone if well managed would maintaine the 
Warre. The Low-Countries make it almolt their onely ſupport. 
18. Fortification money, &c. By theſe ſeverallwayes and Taxes 
abou@ 40. Aillons in money and money-worth have been milked 
from -the people : and the Parliament (as the Pope did once} 
may call England, P wtexns inexhauftum;yet is it now almoſt drawn 
dry. A vaſt Treaſure, and fo exceſſive,as nothing but a long peace 
could import; and nothing but much fraud and many follies could 
diſſipate. And we onght not to wonder if it be accounted inter ar- . 
caxa noviſſimi imperii to be alwayes making, yet never finiſhing an 
account thereof, | 

And as they have artificially confounded the accompts by lay- 
ing on-multiplicity of Taxes ; ſo (for the ſame reaſon) they ler 
the money run in ſo many muddy, obſcure channels, through fo 
many Committees and Officers fingers, both for collecting, recei- 
ving, iffaing and paying itforth, that it.is impoſſible to make or 
ballance ary publique account thereof: and at the leaſt one halfe 
thereof is knowne to be devoured by Committees and Officers ; 
and thoſethat for lucre protec them. | By theſe meanes as they. 
make: many men partners with-them 'in-the publique ſpoyles, ſo 
chey much ftrengthen and increaſe their party, whereby wwltirude 
peccantiuns tollit penam. © ; 

If theſe rhings were not purpoſely -done, 1. our Taxes would 
be fewer in xumber, and more in effet, 2, They would be put to 
runne in one channell., under the fingering of fewer Harpies', 
and perſpicuons and true- Entries made of all receipts and dif- 
burſements, which would be pnblique to common view and exa4 
mination. The Exchequer way of Atcompts's the exactelt, anci- 
enteſt, and beſt known way of account of England, and meſt 
free from deceit : Which is almoſt- confeſsed de fufo, when, to 
make the Kings Revenue more obnoxious. to their defires, _ 

| ro00 
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took it ont of the Exchequer way, (contrary to the Fundamentall 
Lawes of the Land ; for both the Higher and Lower Exchequer 
are as ancient and fandamentall as any Cours in England ) and 
put it under a Committee, which, as all other Committees doe, 
will render an account of their ſtewardſhip at the latter day, In 
the meane time divers of that Committee buy in old ſleeping Pen- 
flons which they pay theraſelves from the firſt of their -arreares : 
yet other men that have disburſed money out of their purſes for 
the Kings Service, can receive no pay for any money laid forth 
before Michaelmas Terme, 1643. becauſe (torſooth) then the 
Committee firlt took charge of the Revenue. In the meane time 
the Kings Tenants and Debtors are deprived of the benefit of the 
Lawes and Liberties of the Subje, which before they enjoyed : 
all Debts and Monies being now raifed by the terrour of Pur- 
faivants and Meflengers, whoſe Commiſſions are onely to diltrain 
-and levy, &c. whereas formerly the Exchequer ſent ont legall 
Proceſs, and the Tenant or Debtor had liberty to plead to it in 
his owne defence, if he thought himſelfe wronged ; but now New 
Lerds, new Lawes, and to countenance their doings, the Com- 
mittee have gotten an addition of ſome Lords to them. 3. If 
there were faire play above board, ſo many Members of both 
Honſcs would not be ambitious of the trouble and clamour that 
attends Task-Maſters, Pablicans, and ſach ſinners as ſit at the re- 
ceipt of Cuſtome, being no part of the buſinefle, for which the 
writ ſammons, or the people chooſe or tralt them, and whereby 
they are diverted from the buſinefle of the Houſe : but would 
leave that imployment to other men, who not having the chura- 
Qer and priviledge of Parliament upon them, will be lefſe able to 
prote& themſelves and their agents from giving publique accounts 
of their receipts and disburſements, and from putting afronts 
& delayes upon the Committee of Accompts.,as {it is wel known) 
ſome of them have done. Laſtly,it is ſcandalous that the ſame mea 
ſhould be continued ſo long in their money imploymeats, becaule 
Dinturnitas &+ ſolitude corrumpunt Imperia ; and by long contiru- 
ance and experience they grow ſo hardned , ſo cunning in their 
way,and ſo backed with dependencies, that it is almoit impoſſtvle 
to trace them. And although (when we look upon the many 
perſons imployed ) we cannot fay there is ſol:trdo perſonarmny? ; 
C ye! 
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Yet when we conſider that by a long partnerſhip in their imploy- 
ments they are allyed together in one common intereft ; they are 
to be eſteemed bur as one man, for a Corporation of men is but 
many men joyned together as one man, and with one mind pur- 
ſuing one and the ſame end or intereſt. 

And though they have a general Committee of Accompts, yet 


Committee of they were nominated by thoſe Members that ought to give Ac- 


compts : and it mult needs be ſuſpitious fer an Accomptant to 
chooſe thoſe perſons before whom he ſhall accompt. And we ſee 
(after fo long a time of their ſitting) no fruit thereof, Whereas 
the people did hope, that after ſo. much money ſpent ,. and ſuch 
great debts and arreares left to pay, (whereby they are threatned 
with continuance of their boo That a full and exact generall 
accompt of all Receipts and Disburſements would have been pub- 
liſhed in Print,for their ſatisfaction as is uſually done in the Low- 
Countries, and as was once done by this Parliament, Ano 1642. 
by a Declaration of the accounts of the Kingdome. 

But, it may be the Synod in favour of the Grandees,have voted 
that place in Scripture. (Render an accennt of thy Steward-fvip) to 
be but Apocryphall. 

By tkeſe exorbitant courſes, though they have drayned. 40.Mil.- 


| Wants of the lions from the people, yet (as Philip of CALaceden was ſaid.to be 


Inter quotidianas rapinas ſemper ineps ) they are falne to ſuch ridi- 
culous want and beggerie, that they have lately pawned almoſt 


* all the ſecurity they have, for 200000. | to disband the Armie, 


and enter upon the Iriſh imployment. They have flit Goldſmiths 
Hall in ſunder, and given ene fide thereof to the Citie, and kept 
the other halfe thereof to themſelves, and that already charged 
with 20c00c. 1. at leaſt. So that ifany ſudden occaſion happen, 
they have pur their purſe into the hands of the uncircumciſed 
Jews of the City, and cannot raiſe one peny but by new taxes uſ- 
on the people.lt was worth obſerving to ſee how officioufly ſome 
of the old Stagers took leave of the Publique Parſe, before it came 
into Euckſters hands. Alderman Pennington had a debt of 3000.l. 
he owed to Sir 7o/m Pennington forginen him, (he never asked 
forgiveneſle of his {ins more heartily)and 3ooo. 1. more given.him 
cut of Goldſmiths-Hall in courſe,. The reaſon of this bounty was 
forked or two-fold; 

; I. Be- 


: 
; 
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I, Becauſe he had got enough before. 

2, To comfort his heart, for being left out of the City Militia, 
But the moſt obſervable thing was, to ſee this old Parliament like 
a young Prodigall,take up money upon difficult termes,& intangle 
all they had for a ſecurity. 

I. They gave way to the City to hedge in an old debt, beicg a 
=_— of money after the rate of 50. Subſidyes : and other old 
ebts. 

2. Whereas 2000co. |, onely was the ſumme to be borrowed ; 
the City injoyned them to take up 230000, 1. whereof the 
odde 30000: |. to be beſtowed for relicfe of decayed occupiers of 
the City : So that, upon the macter,the Parliament payes 3ooo0.l. 
Breakage. 

3-That theCity may not truſt the greateſt unthrifts of Chriſten- 
dorne with laying out their own money ; they put upon them two 
Treaſurers of the City to receive & disburſe it for the ſervice for 
which it was borrowed, So ye ſee they have now neither credit, 
money,nor a purſe to put it in, 

So that the medeſt Members who have beene more forward 


to help their Country then themſelves, are left in the lurch for 2odeſt and 
their loſſes, and expoſed to the laughter of their elder brothers, middle mene- 
the old 7«nto men and Fatious leaders of the houſe ; all being bers. 


now morgaged to the Lombard: of the City. The thriving Mem- 
bers hope their younger brothers will continue as modeft, as they 
have beene, and digeſt all with patience. Burt others, and tholc 
neither fools nor knaves,hope all the wzodeſt and middle me n of the 
houſes, ſuch as are ingaged in no faftion, will be provoked herc- 
by to draw into a third party or 7»to,to moderate.the cxcefles of 
the other two,when any thing prejudiciall ro theCommon-wealth 
is agitated:and to call the old 7znto men, thoſe land Pyrates to ac- 
count, making them caſt up whar they have ſwallowed, and briag 


it to a common dividend, Or rather to pay the Army and pu- 


lique debts, whereby the people may be eaſed of their preflures. 
Nor let them be diſcouraged with the ſuppoſed difficulty hereof, 


ſince 20. or 3e. men holding together, and obſerving the croſle . 


debates, and different ſway of each party, may eaſily make them- 
ſelves moderators of their differences, and turn the ſcales for the 


beſt advantage of the common, which way they pleaſe to caſt in - 
C2  _ their 


I 8, 


(12) 
| their votes, ſince it is very rare to have any queſtion carried by 
It more then eight or tenne voyces. 
| 19. Moft of theſe Grandees are reported to have for their retreate, 
Grandees houſes in the Low Countrycs richly furniſhed with ſcqueſtred 
proviſion to Plate, Linnen, and Stuffe : and great ftore of money in bank for 
i ave them- their ſhelter, againſt ſuch ſtormes as their Rapine, Tyrannie and 
| ſelves, Ignorance may happily raiſe here amongſt us. In thoſe their re- 
p tirements, theſe Authors of our miſeryes will injoy their finnes, & 
| our ſpoiles in ſecurity, attending an opportunity to purchaſe their 
| peace at laſt, and betray our Safeties and Liberties to the inraged 
Prince and People. This is called robbing the Xgyptians. And 
doubtleſs theſe ambitious ſtate-Mountebanks have brought us into 
a darknefſe worſe then &gyptian. The text faith, the Apyptians 
roſe not from their phaces tn three dayes ; They yet knew where 
they were: which is more then we do, every man being out of his 
place&ranck.The Servant in place of Lieddaker ghofiemner in place 
of the King, the Foole in place of the Councellour, the Theefe 
in place of the Judge, the Cheater in phce of the Treaſurer, the 
Clowne in place of the Gentleman ; noxe but God alone can play 
Dedalus part, and give us a Clue to tead us out of this labyrinth, 
into which theſe unpolitique Hecas Pocaſſes have brought us. Theſe 
unskilfull workmen that have built up Babel, and pulled downe 
Sion. Others are ſaid to prepare Forraigne Plantations for Re- 
treat ; To people which, children are raviſhed from their parents 
armes, and Shipped away ; an abomination not knowne 1n Eng- 
land before, and therefore no competent Law made againſt it ; 
__ no more then in ancient. Rome againſt Parricides. 
og 20. By what hath been already faid, you ſee what the ſevera#, and 
Wpradces what the conjoyned intereſts of theſe rwo Junto's or Fattions, Pres 
| | heir ſeverall byterian and Independent are. Let us now conſider where their 
Wh-'cre/fs and ſeverall ſtrength lyes. The Independant groundeth his ſtrength upon 
We/:gnc5 and the eArmy, which if he can keepe up, he hopes to give the Law to 
W725. all; and ro produce that great Chymara, Liberty of Conſcience : 
| not confidering that the confuſion and licentiouſnefle of ſuch a 
liberty will deſtroy it ſelfe, Libertas Libertate perit. The Preoby- 
terians have three pillars to fupport them. 1. The (ty is their 
cheife fonndation,with which they keepe a ſtrit correſpondencie, 
and dayly communication of Couacells, Upon this conſiderati- 
on, 
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on, they have lately put the Parliament Purfe into theCities Poc- 
ket as aforeſaid ; ſetled and inlarged the City Militta. Where- 
as all the Countryes of England(being more obnoxious to injuries 
then the Citic) ſuffer much for want of ſettling their Militia ; the 
Parliament not truſting them with armes, fo much as for thcir 
owne defence : An evident figne, there is a farther defigne then 
disbanding this Army. And becauſe the Citie Militia, can only 
keepe in awe the adjacent South and Eaſt Counties of the King- 
dome ; therefore to ſupprefle the remoter parts, and inforce 
them to obedience, they keep up fome 1-/and Garriſons,& have the 
Scots and G. Poyntz ſupernumerarie forces for the North. And in 
the Weſt (under colour of ſending men for Ireland) they keepe 
upon free quarter and pay of the country,any ſupernumerarie Re- 


giments ana Troops, moſt Cavaliers ; at leaſt five times as many as 


they really intend to tranſport. Theſe are alwayes going, but ne- 
ver gone : Like Saint George, alwayes in his ſaddle, never on his 
Way. pp ny everis and ſhall be wanting untill Sir 7homas 

e disbanded;and then (it is thought) the diſguiſe 
will fall off; and theſe ſayernumeraries ſhall appeare a new mo- 
delled Army under Presbyterian commanders, you may be ſure : 
and ſuch whoſe conſciences ſhall not befoole their wits where 
any matter of gain appeareth ; If this be not their ayme, oy 
did they not disband theſe lewd Supernumeraries before la 
winter, ſince they might have raiſed as many men the ſpring fol- 
lowing for halfe the charge their very free quarters colt > And 
moſt of theſe ſweare they will not goe for Ireland, vowing they 
will cut the throats of the Round-Heades. 

The countrey.is amazed, _— theſe Cavaleers are kept on 
freequarter by a Cavaleeriſh party for ſome Cavaleeriſh Deligne. 
Secondly, why did they not rather divide Sir Thomas Fairfax 
Army into two parts, one to go for Ireland, the other to ſtay in 
England, being already modelled, excellently diſciplized, and ha- 
ving the viſible marks of Gods favour upon their ations ? But to 
take a few for Ireland, a few for England, and leave a Coare mn 
the middle to be plucked forth and disbanded, was the way to 
diſcontent them, and put them into mutiny : and thereby necef- 
ſitate the Parliament to disband them all : and give an opportu- 


nity td them that ſeck it, to new model! another army out of the 
C 3 | afore- 
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aforeſaid Supernumeraries, more plyable to the deſires of the 
Presbyterian Zunto: Adde hereunto the cauſlefle exaſperating ſpee- 
ches and aſperfions caſt upon moſt of the army purpoſely, as mc- 
derate men think, to diſcontent them. Thirdly,If they have no in- 
tent to keep up an army againſt the people, wky have they con- 
tinued the military charge for another year ; and inlarged it from 
5 2000.1, to 60000.]. a moneth ? 

Thus the (Gty, In-land Garriſonsand Supernumerarie forces new 
modelled are like to prove the three ſtringed whip, wherewith the 
Presbyterian Phactons will drive their tryumphant Chariot if 
they prevaile ; To which may be added the Presbyters themſelves, 
who by overawing mens Cor.ſciences with their dotrine, will 
ſubdue and work mens minds like wax.to receive. any impreffion 
of bondage that tyranny and oppreſſion can ſet upon them, as 
they do in Scotland : The Clergy in all times and places have ever 
held with the mighty : as the Jacco hunts ſtill with 'the Lion to 
partake of his prey. The Clergie have ever had an itch to be 
medling with State-affaires, which {hewes' how contemptible an- 
opinion they have of their own Coat, that they can find no con- 
tentment init ; yet they would have the Laity to have a reverend 
opinion of it. The Popifh Clergie draw all Civill Aﬀaires, publike 
and private, under their juriſdition and cogniſance,quaten there 
is peccatum in all humane aftions ; the Presbyterians quatenus 
there is /caudalum in all humane ations, what is the oddes ? Pec- 
catum is the mother, Scardalam the daughter, and both pretend 
they doe this ix o7d:ne ad Deum. But univerſall experience teach- 
cth us, how miſerable that Common-wealth is, where the cor- 
ruption of a Church-man proves the generation of a States- 
man. | 

The premiſes conſidered, I ſhall propound theſe-enſuaing © xc- 
ries to thoſe that are of better judgement then my ſelf. 

1. 2uercWhy the Title & puniſhment of Malignants is tran- 
ſlated from the Cavaliers,who fought for Regall Tvrannie againſt 
che Parliament, and laid upon thoſe that fought againlt Regall 
Tyrannic for the Parliament. Is it not becauſe thoſe Cavalicrs 
that have fought for one Tyrannie, will not be ſcrupulous to 
fight for another ? And ſuch well atteted as have oppoſed Ty- 
rannie 1n one kinde, will not admit of it in another ? Why 1s it 
ROW 
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now accounted a note of malignity and diſaffetion to endeavour 
the putting down of Arbitrary Goverament, and re-eſtabliſhins 
our lawes, liberties and properties; whereto the Parl. by their ma- 
ny Declarations and their nationall Covenant are bound? Lay this 
to heart and conſider whether they have not changed theſe their 
firſt principles, and conſequently whether they are not deſirous to 
jg their old friends who reſolutely adhere to the ſaid prin- 
ciples. | | 

2. If the King grant the Propoſitions ; or if he deny them, and 
the Predominant 7unto (or both 7unto's joyned together, to 
drive on one common intereſt?) forit is now thought they are 
upon an accommodation to keepe up that power conjurttin 
which they deſpaire to uphold diviſm) eltabliſh the military and 
civill power without him,. according to their deſires, and in order 
to their aymes. ,2zere, whether the ſaid leading men ſetled in 
their poſtures with their confident guards about them, may not 
draw after them ſo many of their party as upon an implicite 
faith will follow them, and lick up the crums of the publique 
ſpoiles under their Tables : expelling or diſabling (as aforeſatd) 
the diſingaged members, and by this policy make themſelves per- 
petuall Dictators ,. incorporating and ingroſling to themſelves 
both the Conſultive, NireAive and Miniſteriall power of the 
Kingdome in all cauſes civill and Militarie, ſetting up an GU'garchy 
or popular Tyranny in ſtead of a Regall : As the thirty Tyrants 
of Athens did. In order whereto they already declare, 1. That 
an Ordinance of Parliament without the Kings Royall afſent is 
equall to an AR of Parliament. 2. That an Ordinance is above 
a Law by virtue of their Legiſlative power: upon which preſuming 
in their Ordinance of Indemnity they have granted an Ap- 
peale from the Judges of the Law to a Committee of Parli- 
anient.. See the Ordinance May 21. 1647. 3. That they are 
the Irrevocable Truſtees of the peoples lawes, liberties and 
properties, without account : with other principles preparative to 
T yranme.. | 
3+. 2nere, Why Arbitrary and Barbarous Goverament by 
Committees & other Illegall proceedings (which in time of war 
were uſed upon Reall or pretended neceſlity,and were then onely 


excuſable, becauſe zeceſſitas tollit Legews) are ſtill continued upon 
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- usnow intime of peace,no enemies trottbling our quiet,and with- 


out any further pretence of neceſfity, contrary to their Nationall 
Covenant,and all their Declarations ? Is it not,to inure the people 
to ſervitude,and excerciſe their patience ? 

4. Lnere, Whether the prodigious oppreſſions of Commit. 
tees, Sequeſtrators, 8c. and of. Free-quarter , be not purpoſely 
conntenanced to neceflitate the people to riſe in tumales, that 
thence occaſion may be taken to keep In-land Garriſons and Ar- 
mies ? 

5. Ynuere, Whether our Lawes, Liberties and Properties are 
not now as lyable to an Invaſion from the Legis-lative power, as 
formerly from the Prerogative ? conſidering that thoſe who like 
ambitious Ab/alom courted and wooed the people in the begin- 
ning of troubles, now like haughty Rehoboams care not though the 
people complain; Their little age is heavier then the loins of the 
King, The controverſie between the two 7#nto's being no more, 
then whoſe ſlaves we ſhall be. 

6. 2uere, Whether if the King hereafter tread in the Reps 
of this Parliament, and their Committees, he will not be a greater 
Tyrant then either the Turk, Rufle, or French, and have as ab- 
ſolute dominion over his ſubjefts as the Devill hath over damned 
ſoules in Hell > And how dangerous thefe prefidents may be to 
thoſe Lawes and Liberties which we have ſworne to main- 
taine ? 

If the middle and diſingaged men inthe Houſe, doe not ſpeedily 
naite themſelves into 4 party or 7«zto,as the faftious have done, 
and communicate their counſels; They wil be arena ſine calce,looſe 
ſand diflipated by every breath:and neither ſerviceable for them+ 
ſelves nor their countrey, Whereas if they unite, twenty or thir- 
ty may become Moderators and Umpeers between both parties ; 
(as hath beene already ſaid) Let the moderate men but conſider 
how ſad and diſhonourable a thing it is, to ſee nothing almoſt of 
great and publique concernment come into the Houſe, but what 
hath bin before hand contrived, debated, and digeſtedin one or both - 
of the two 7unto's at their private meetizzgs : and put into ſo reſol- 
ved and prejudicate a way and method of diſpatch, that every 
man ts appointed his part or Cue before-hand : One man to move 
it, and ſet it 0n foot, another to ſecond him : One man ſpeake 
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to one part of the argument, another to another part : another 
to keep himſelfe to the laft for a reſerve, and ſpeak to the que- 
ſtion, which he is provided to qualifie with a dilinQior, or vary 
it, if he finde it ditficult to paſſe. Thus all publique buſineſſes are 
mezfured by private reſpeQs ; whereby it appears,that as frequent 
Parl. are good phyfick ; {0 continuall Parl, are bad food ; & the peo- 
ple may complain, that, 9s medice vivit, miſere vivit, Parliaments 
are Bona peritura ; they cannot keepe long without Corruption. 
Their perpetuity emboldens the members, by taking from them 
all feare of being called to account : Eſpecially if they get their 
ſonnes into the Houſe as well as themſelves (as mary have done 


. this Parliament : and more endeavour to do.) whereby they have 


an eſtate in their places for two or three lives ; Moreover by long 
ſitting they become ſo familiar with one anothers Perſons and de- 
fignes, as to ſerve one anothers turnes, to joyne intereſts, and to 
draw into faftions, Hodie mihs, eras t5b1. If you and your party 
will helpe me to day, Iand my friends will help you to mor- 
row, | 

ZMiſerima __ ubs majeftas Imperis, & ſalus populi diſcordibus 

conflitantur ftudite. What ſhall we ſay ? 
En que diſcordia tetra—-—perduxit miſeros ? 

Shall we complaine to God ? God hath a controverſie with 
vs. Of whom ſhall we complaine ? Of our ſelves 2 we muſt firſt 
reform our ſelves : We that take upon us to reforme Church and 
Common-wealth. Shall we complaine of our fſinnes ? aske the 
grace of repentance firſt ; and ſo aske that we may obtaine, Shall 
we complaine of our puniſhments ? Let us firft repent, and amend 
onr ſins that catiſed them. Let us firſt pluck off the mask of hypo- 
crific, God will ſee through ſuch a fantaſticall garment of Fig- 
leaves. Let us no longer make Religion a ftalking-horſe ; God 
who is all Wiſdome and all Truth, will not be deceived. If we 
talke like Chriftians, and walke like Turkes, Chriſt will not owne 
us. To faſt for a day, and hang our heads like bulruſhes, will not 


reconcile us. We mult faſt from publique ſpoyles, rapines and op- : 
' preſſion, and not drink the tears of the poore and needy. Shall 


we complaine with the Prophet, That our Princes are b2come 

Theeves ? that was heretofore our complaint, now ive mult in- 

vert it, and cry, That our Theeves (meane and baſe people) are 
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become” Princes. We are ſick, very ſick, intemperately fick ; and | 


God hath given us a Phyfitian in his wrathy- a Leper as white as 
ſnow, fitter to infe& then cure us. What Phylick doth he pre- 
ſcribe ? Poyſen. What dyet ? Stones inſtead of bread, Scorpions 
inſtead of fiſhes, hard fare for them that formerly fed ſo daintily, 
Before I conclude, let me give you the pedegree of our Miſeries, 
and of their Remedies. A long Peace begat plenty, Plenty begar 
Pride, and -her fiſt& Riot ; Pride begot Ambition, Ambition be- 
got Faction, Faction begot Civill Warre : And (if our evils be not 
incurable, if we be not falne i» id temporis quo nec vitia noftra, nec 
eorum remedia ferre poſſumns ) our Warre will beget Poverty, Po- 
verty Humility, Humility Peace againe, Sis rerum revertentibus 
vicibus annulus vertitur Politicus. The declining ſpoake of the 
wheele will riſe againe. But we are not yet ſufficicatly humbled; 
we have not repented with Nizeveh. We weare Silks and Vel- 
vets inſtead of ſack-cloath and aſhes (even the meaneſt up-ſtarr 
hath his thefts writ upon his back by his Taylor in proud Cha- 
racers of Gold lace) we have not watered our couch with our 
Teares, but with adulterous ſweat. Looke to it therefore ye 
ſtate Incbi, that by an inceſtuous copulation have begot plenty 
upon Warre, and filled your houſes with the ſpoyle and plunder 
of your deare Country ; an inundation of blood, and of the tears 
of the oppreſſed will waſh away the foundation of your houſes : 
And peace will be farre from you in- this world, bur eſpecially 
that peace which the world cannot give : And becauſe Salamar- 
der-like you delight in the fire of contention ; an unquenchable 
fire will be your lot hereafter. And though you eſcape all ac- 
counts here, yet upon.the great day of account when you ſhall re- 
ceive your ſentence of condemnation ; thoſe your children for 
whoſe preferment.you ſell your ſouls,your God for goldyſhall not 
ſhew ſo much thankfalneſle or pity towards you, as tofty, alas 
our father ! But your hearts.are hardned with Pharaoh, leave you 
therefore toPharaohs deltiny,to be drowned in your ownRed-Sea, 
as he was in his, | 
Thus farre I adventured to vindicate our Religion, Lawes and 


2e/olution 5 Tiberties with my pen ; in diſcharge of my Conſcience, and pur- 


ſnance of our Nationall Covenant which obligeth- us to defend 
them againit whoſoever to our power ; neither knowing nor Ca- 
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ring whether in ſo wicked an age (wherein vice is honoured, and 
vertue contemned ) I may be thought worthy of puniſhment for 
being more righteous then my ſuperiors. I know an honeſt man 


is wondered at like a monſter, and the innocency of his life and 


cenverſation ſuſpefted as a Libell againſt the State, yer if I periſh 
I periſh ; & perenndum » licitzs, Nor amT lefle provided of a ſafe 
retreat then our Grandees. My grave is open for me, and onc 
foot init already. ( ontempſit omnes ille qui mortem prius. He 
that contemnes death, ſcornes both Hope and Feare ; which are 
the only affections that make Knaves, Fooles and Cowards of a1! 
the world. The world is a goodly Theater, we the Aﬀors,God is 
Poet and chcife ſpeftator. We mult not chooſe our owne 
parts, / that is at Gods appointment. One manhe appoints to 
play the King, another the Begger, one a Comick, another a Tra- 
gick part : Whatſoever part God hath appointed for me in this 
remainder of my life, I will have a care to perſonate it ingenuoufly 
and aptly : Not doubting but my Ex: ſhall be accompanied 
with an applauſe into my tyring Roome, my Tombe; nor 
will I refaſe the meanelt part that may draw a Plaudit from ſo 
excellent a ſpeator, but will prepare my ſelfe for the wortt 
of evills in this worſt of times ; and pray to God to reforme our 
Reformers, e-tmen. | 


= 


' THE END. 
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